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given its assent to a private member's bill that would end the practice of mandatory minimum sentences for possession of small
amounts of marijuana. Bill C-45, which passed second reading in the Commons earlier this week, was introduced last April by
the Liberal MP for West Nova and Quebec MP Alexandra Mendes. The law, which is based on the recommendations of the
Liberal-dominated Senate committee on the legalization of cannabis, also introduces an age minimum of 18 for cannabis
consumption, and provides for a system of permits and licences for recreational cannabis producers and distributors. It also
includes a $1,000 fine for anyone who purchases cannabis for consumption in a public place and a minimum fine of $100. "This
is a great day for Canadians, a long-awaited day," said Mendes. "When we reflect on all the important issues we face, we do not
have the luxury of doing the work in a silo. The final leg of this journey is ending the senseless enforcement of marijuana
possession laws, which do nothing to stop harms to our society, but instead take up the valuable resources of law enforcement."
The bill has passed second reading in the House of Commons. (Sean Kilpatrick/Canadian Press) The government gave its assent
to the bill on the eve of the first anniversary of the legalization of recreational cannabis. The law also sets a limit of four plants
per household, says possession of cannabis in public is unlawful and allows for a phase out of cannabis resin production. The
government has also said it will monitor how youth are impacted by cannabis use. The Senate committee's report says the
current regime doesn't work as it creates "economic incentives for illicit activity” and "presents a barrier to entry for new
businesses." The committee also calls for the prohibition on public consumption to be changed, and noted that "the unintended
consequence of recent legislative changes has been to compound a public health issue with a criminal one." The new law takes
effect later this month. Liberal MP Alexandra Mendes introduces her private member's bill that would eliminate mandatory
minimum sentencing for small amounts of marijuana. (CBC) The committee also recommended that non-violent offenders who
are below the age
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