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The Dixie Chicks returned to
SXSW after announcing a

nationwide ban from touring and
recording in 2003. They also

recorded a new album, Home,
during this hiatus. It's both

stronger and more direct than any
of their previous releases. But in

the process they have broken
more than a few hearts. There

was a time when the Dixie Chicks
were able to make people happy:

the era of Free Radio, when
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they'd go into a little country bar
and sing for a few hours without

being asked to. But they ended up
alienating most of the audience
over a couple of songs. For the

"Angry, White Feminists" crowd.
Yes, they're about (gasp!)

women's rights, but do they have
to be so angry and angry? As

Ralph Stanley, the "King Of The
Delta Blues", once put it, "You
don't go and cause trouble when
you're goin' to a party." He was
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talking about the protest song, but
it applies just as well to the
Chicks, who have shown a

willingness to get some
unpleasant truths out of the way. I

don't love all of Home (the
dueling versions of "Not Ready to

Make Nice" are slightly
overwrought), but I appreciate it
for what it is. It's a statement that
says, "Screw you, if you don't like
what we're saying, we'll still sing
it." In the years since 2003, the
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women have taken to keeping
their mouths shut about their

politics, and have become
generally uncritically beloved.

Every time the Chicks say
something, the country echo

chamber pretty much provides a
series of paragraphs that say,

"Well, she's right!" I'm not saying
that the Chicks are a bad thing

(they're not), but when they win,
they feel like someone who went
through a lot and was now, finally
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