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crack downloadPages Thursday, 10 August 2012 Media Council of Malawi (MCM) The media plays a vital role in the delivery
of democratic values, including freedom of information. Over the years, both the Broadcasting Standards Authority of Malawi

(BSA) and the Media Council of Malawi (MCM) have endeavored to provide a platform for open dialogue and discussion of

issues that might otherwise not have been handled in the public domain. Both organizations operate under the policy of
transparency and accountability as enunciated by the Ministry of Communications and the Office of the Auditor General. Both
media platforms serve as forums for the delivery of public policies and information. The dynamic role of the media in shaping
people’s attitudes, attitudes and perceptions of the governance institutions has been clearly reflected in the 2012 elections,
especially in the conduct and reporting of media. It was not surprising that the media played a decisive role in influencing public
opinion ahead of the national and regional elections. While many observers seem to be of the view that the majority of the
media played a divisive role in the 2012 elections, I see it as a mark of success. The media did not lose the plot. On the contrary,
they worked towards ensuring public discussion of issues that the government and the opposition needed to address in order to
move the nation forward. The media at the Media Council of Malawi (MCM) is professional. There is a healthy interaction
between the council members and the media. There is a pool of journalists who are first hand witnesses of past and current
governance and the delivery of services to the people of Malawi. The Media Council does not fear to speak and does not fear to
be offended. The MCM is not merely a media council with members having parochial objectives. It is a forum where the
different values and norms of Malawian society are reflected and, over time, provides a platform for the delivery of important
lessons in leadership, governance, and democracy. Its deliberations are not restricted to matters of media, but they reach across a
range of societal issues, policy and polity. In the last two years, the MCM has launched and implemented three strategic
initiatives. The first is ‘the Media Policy — A Malawian Perspective’ which is bound to enhance media freedom, stimulate
government debate, and
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