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understand that you have been asked to discuss
"the" Chinese situation in Hong Kong. |
understand that you had not been warned in
advance of any visit to the Netherlands, and
that you had not expressed any intention of
making a visit to the Netherlands in April. |
understand also that you are not entitled to a
passport to visit the Netherlands. It is also clear
to me that your position as foreign minister
does not entitle you to travel freely in the
Netherlands, particularly in April. Do you want
to discuss that issue with me? That discussion
shall take place. If that discussion is to the
point, | shall be open to it. If that discussion is
not to the point, | shall not be open to it. That is
my reply to your letter. | hope it is satisfactory
to you, Mr. Chairman. President Bush has taken
a major step toward ending the long-standing
"state visit" inopportunely named "state visit."
The visit was scheduled to be in April, but
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice will be the
first member of the U.S. administration to visit
the Netherlands next week. The visit will not be
a "state visit" in the traditional sense.
Nevertheless, it will give the U.S. ambassador a
chance to meet with the five co-presidents of
the Dutch government, and it will give the
Dutch a chance to meet with President Bush in
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a formal setting. In exchange, Dutch leaders will
be able to meet with Rice and other senior
members of President Bush's administration.
The timing of the visit is especially beneficial. At
the same time that President Bush will be in the
Netherlands, President Chirac will also be in the
Netherlands for a meeting of the European
Council. It is hoped that the meeting between
President Bush and Chirac will take place in
Amsterdam, and that it will focus on the
Transatlantic Relations Dialogue. The U.S. and
French leaders will also have a bilateral meeting
in the presence of European Union officials and
ministers. There is optimism that a solution to
the dramatic developments in Hong Kong will be
reached during the visit.
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