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economic sanctions on certain sectors of the Chinese economy in
response to its aggressive tactics in the South China Sea, according

to a new report by the State Department’s top lawyer. In a new
report on China’s military and security budget, a draft copy of which

was obtained by Bloomberg News, the State Department’s legal
counselor John C. Demers stated that the United States could use

some of its economic tools to deal with what he said were Beijing’s
actions in the strategic South China Sea. ADVERTISEMENT “China's

large and rapidly modernizing military, its consistent militarization of
disputed maritime features and the use of excessive force against

Philippine fishermen and others in the South China Sea will only serve
to undermine confidence in China's adherence to international law,
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and increase the risk of regional military conflict,” Demers wrote. “If
left unchecked, China's disregard of international law in the South
China Sea will continue to expand its ability to expand its maritime
presence and exercise economic and security power.” “The United

States will consider a range of tools at its disposal, including
sanctions, to address these issues,” he added. A similar message was

sent earlier this year in a draft of another report, which stated that
the Chinese government was training its citizens to use "swarms of

high-tech instruments of war." In a speech last week, Pentagon
Comptroller Robert Hale said China needed to “deal with the threat of
an emboldened and potentially hostile” government. “We’re seeing

the redoubling of efforts and the mobilization of resources in the
South China Sea,” Hale said. “And China continues to move forward
in the construction of three man-made islands in the Spratly Islands,

which contain a range of military and potentially military
capabilities.” “We’re seeing a country that can see a strategic and
operational advantage to moving forward in its build-up of military
assets,” he added. Beijing and Washington have been locked in a

battle over control
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