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chronic liver disease is low. However, it is crucial to avoid the
delay in diagnosis and treatment of these potentially lethal

conditions. In this report, we want to emphasize the importance
of having a high index of suspicion for these conditions and to

avoid prolonged and therefore potentially fatal delay in the
diagnosis and treatment. A 53-year-old male was admitted to the
hospital with fever and a shortness of breath. He had two to three
episodes of ascites for a period of 3 months. He had a history of
aortic valve replacement (AVR) 1 year back for rheumatic aortic
valve disease, he was a diagnosed hypertensive for the past 2

years. There were no signs of peripheral vascular disease, which
is otherwise seen in patients with chronic liver disease. On

examination, his heart rate was 126/min, blood pressure was
90/70 mmHg, oxygen saturation was 95% on room air. Chest
auscultation revealed a coarse crepitations in both lower lung

fields. The patient was tachypneic and had an oxygen saturation
of 82% on a non-rebreather face mask at a rate of 12

breaths/min. The electrocardiogram (ECG) revealed sinus
tachycardia. An arterial blood gas analysis showed a pH of 7.36,
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