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So, the problem is that indexOf returns -1 if the character found is not actually in the string, but it was found at a

location that was in the string. To solve this, we don't need to use indexOf at all - we can just do a simple substr: if
(my_file.has_content?(my_string) && my_file.strip.substr(0..3) == my_string) # do something end As written, this will be

a little bit slow, because it has to read the entire string, compare it to every character, then remove the first three
characters. So, the indexOf version would be faster: my_file = File.open("my_file.txt", "r") my_string =

my_file.read.chomp my_file = File.new("my_file_out.txt", "w") my_file.puts my_string my_file.each_char do |character| if
my_file.has_content?(my_string) && my_file.strip.substr(0..3) == my_string # do something end end A: @DonMullins
and @ThorbjørnRavn answered almost identically on their questions, so I accepted an answer that earned the most

upvotes. In my opinion, the easiest way to to fix this is: my_file.each_char do |character| if
my_file.has_content?(my_string) && my_file.strip.substr(0..3) == my_string # do something end end
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