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primary hyperparathyroidism]. Calcium
metabolism was investigated in a 92-year-old
woman, who was found to have hypercalcaemia
without any symptom of bone disease.
Hypercalcaemia became evident 3 weeks after the
onset of cardiomyopathy, and parathyroid function
was severely depressed. A hyperplastic
parathyroid gland was excised and calcium
metabolism was normalized immediately after the
operation. The localisation of this gland was
assessed by calculation of the product-moment
correlation coefficient between biochemical data
(PTH, alkaline phosphatase, Ca, Ca-total,
Phosphoethanolamine and inorganic phosphate,
whole-blood Ca and Ca-total) and radiographic
information on the parathyroid region. In this
investigation, HLA-type histocompatibility was
found to be high. Autopsy findings showed a
dysplastic adenoma of the parathyroid gland, the
aetiology of which was not clear. In conclusion,
hypercalcaemia in the elderly may be a
manifestation of non-traumatic primary
hyperparathyroidism and should be identified and
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