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Barack Obama’s gutting of the arts budget in 2011 has hit hard in a number of states. In
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.Gulnar Kalicharan, a final year student of NMIMS, has written extensively about being a
Muslim woman in the secular, English medium environment. Her piece, "Being a Muslim

woman in Mumbai, India," appeared in the April issue of the Indian Journal of Gender
Studies. For the past few months, she has written and recited poetry in Urdu for an

Islamic congregation at her home in Bandra. “The concept of public performance for the
public is what I like the most in the community, and it is very rewarding,” Gulnar said.

“This is how one can reach out to people. Even when I give talks in the university, many
people come to me and ask for tips on how to be more Islamically devout. I want to do
more such work.” She narrates her story thus: “I was born and brought up in Mumbai

(Bombay) India. I never knew of Islam until I was 9 years old. I was always told that my
Father’s religion was Hindu and my Mother’s was Christian. My parents are third

generation Christians. On our first marriage, we were both told that we would not be able
to live together because of our different faiths. This is why we chose to stay as separate

people. “However, at the end of the marriage, we began reading the Holy Quran
together. I was really attracted to Islam and started listening to the sermons in the

Christian church and started reading the Quran. The paths of Quranic knowledge and
scriptures opened up for me. Eventually, I gave up all the myths and false beliefs and

became a Muslim. I want to stay a Muslim at all cost. Therefore, I have not compromised
on either the Quran or the practices.” The majority of people in India are Hindus, although
Islam is growing fast. India is the largest contributor of Muslims in the world and Muslim
population is growing much more than any other country. In the recent Indian Census,

the number of Muslims grew by 30 percent. It is not a matter of whether a person
chooses his/her faith in the present but it is important to let people know that the

decision to be a Muslim is not a result of compulsion and it is a personal choice. “Today,
Indian Muslims are looked down upon as an alien people. Many people think that they are
hypocrites for not being able to give up their traditions and cannot be reformed. During
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