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lamblia is a flagellated protozoan parasite which is a
major cause of diarrheal disease in humans and animals.
The parasite initially resides and multiplies in the small
intestine of the host where it is largely asymptomatic.
However, upon reaching certain population sizes, the
parasite causes a form of diarrheal disease known as
giardiasis. Giardiasis is one of the most common
infectious diseases in the world and has been recognized
as a worldwide public health problem. Giardiasis is a
disease of both animals and humans. Giardiasis in
animals is most common in dogs, cats, and horses. In
humans, the disease appears to be a zoonosis, spread
by ingestion of water or food contaminated by infected
animals. Animals may serve as reservoirs for Giardia;
however, they seldom develop clinical symptoms.
Infected animals shed oocysts which may contaminate
food and water sources. The parasite is shed in the feces
of the host. In dogs and cats, giardiasis is a self-limiting
condition. Transmission to humans is zoonotic. The
parasite is spread by ingestion of contaminated water or
food. Giardiasis is the most commonly reported parasitic
infection of humans in the United States, and it has been
diagnosed in all 50 states. In addition, it is estimated
that 50 million cases of giardiasis occur worldwide each
year. G. lamblia is the etiologic agent of giardiasis, a
widespread, often-fatal parasitic disease that afflicts
humans in some Third World countries as well as North
America. G. lamblia is the most common protozoan
parasite associated with acute and chronic diarrhea in
humans. Giardiasis is the most prevalent parasitic
disease in the United States, Mexico, northern and
northeastern Argentina, and the Near and Middle East,
afflicting more than 750,000 people and is one of the
most common causes of gastrointestinal disease
throughout the world. 6d1f23a050
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