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Nitric oxide-mediated vascular relaxation: a role for epoxyeicosatrienoic acid. Vascular endothelial
cells are derived from hemopoietic stem cells that migrate from the yolk sac (vitelline arteries) to the

circulation, a process known as hemogenic endothelium differentiation. The first event in the
differentiation process appears to be the generation of nitric oxide (NO), which is believed to be

produced in the cytoplasm of these cells by the inducible form of NO synthase. We have found that
the production of NO in various tissue beds of adult mice is increased in a vascular bed-specific
manner. In particular, the elevation of NO levels in vitelline arteries as compared with the level
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