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excimer laser surgery (RESK). The first 500 cases. One hundred and fifty-eight patients with myopia
and/or astigmatism were treated with photorefractive keratectomy, using the VISX UV200 excimer
laser. A plano-equivalent ametropia (myopia +/- 1.00 D, astigmatism +/- 1.50 D) was achieved in
57% of patients with spherical refractive error less than 3.75 D and in 53% of patients with spherical
refractive error more than 3.75 D. The remaining 43% of patients required a uni- or bilateral myopic
laser-assisted in situ keratomileusis. Mean spherical equivalent refraction was -1.42 +/- 1.88 D
preoperatively and -0.23 +/- 0.92 D at three months postoperatively. By three months, eight eyes
(4.7%) lost 2 or more Snellen lines of corrected visual acuity due to undercorrection. One eye (0.6%)
lost 3 or more Snellen lines of corrected visual acuity due to overcorrection. The most common
subjective complaint following photorefractive keratectomy was night glare. Other common
complications included haze, photochemical and thermal burns, regression, and infection. Three
eyes (2.1%) developed intraoperative lenticular damage. One patient (0.6%) developed peripheral
retinal scarring or chorioretinal atrophy at the end of the treatment. We conclude that
photorefractive keratectomy is a safe and effective treatment c6a93da74d
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