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it would be remiss of us not to acknowledge air traffic controller airport heros biggest strength as a
game and that is its tight level design. in fact, this game is largely composed of levels that are just a

single building or a single runway. although some of the game’s levels can be very difficult, the
sense of achievement is largely held in check by the fact that there is nothing to fight for, outside of
the efforts to clear the tower and maybe a few bonus levels. if air traffic controller airport hero had a
weakness, it is that some of the buildings are hard to spot. some of the tower buildings, in particular,
are almost invisible in certain lighting conditions. this is, of course, a deliberate choice to make the
game as authentic as possible, but it can make it very difficult to find the hidden bonus areas for
extra points. even if the player does have a map available, the game’s insistence that the player

check in with controllers every three minutes can be a real time-sink. the developer, voofoo studios,
is the same group that brought us air traffic controller airport hero. while that game was focused

more on the practicality of the game’s controls, air traffic controller airport hero’s ambition is a bit
loftier, in that it presents a virtual world of the airport, with each level being a real-life airport. this
time, the aim is to control the flow of aircraft arriving at a given airport, and the demand for this

service can be tracked through a simple presentation of the number of arrivals and departures. on
the downside, it’s not a very easy game to pick up, and may be too complex for some players. the

difficulty of the game varies significantly with the player. in fact, in my experience, the game is
much harder than most other similar games. the training missions are particularly tough, and you’ll
find yourself having to retrain your brain on how to behave as a controller at several points in the
game. this time, the game also requires that you check in with controllers every three minutes or
less, and the problem is that this means that flying through a level can be a real time-sink. at the

same time, this level of detail is what makes the game so authentic.
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YEARS, YEARS AND MORE YEARS of
continuous efforts to address known

hazards in the national airspace system
(NAS) and to respond to issues illuminated
by analysis of incidents and accidents have
made commercial airlines the safest mode
of transportation. The task of maintaining a
high level of safety for commercial airlines
is complicated by the dynamic nature of

the NAS. The number of flights by
commercial transports is increasing; air

traffic control systems and procedures are
being modernized to increase the capacity

and efficiency of the NAS; increasingly
autonomous systems are being developed
for aircraft and ground systems, and small

aircraftmost notably unmanned aircraft
systemsare becoming much more
prevalent. As the NAS evolves to

accommodate these changes, aviation
safety programs will also need to evolve to
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ensure that changes to the NAS do not
inadvertently introduce new risks. Although

theres plenty of downtime at the start of
each stage, as planes travel inbound or
begin to make radio contact once theyre

filled with passengers (a fast-forward
option would have helped here), Narita

attempts to makes the most out of these
moments. Radio chatter endows the game
with a sense of realism as sampled pilot
voices fill the frequency for requests and

flight attendants can be heard issuing
instructions to passengers. Since English is

the international language of aviation,
stateside players will be able to appreciate
the level of detail that went into Air Traffic
Controller Airport Heros conversations. Just
as it shouldnt be a surprise that Air Traffic
Controller Airport Hero can make you feel
like youre controlling a plane, there will be
times when youre put into one of Naritas

unexpected scenarios. For example, a
planes suddenness at touchdown, the
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danger posed by an approaching plane in a
low visibility period, a detailed obstruction

course or the need to calculate an
approach that requires a crosswind.
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