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the persons of the laity are called to share in the dynamism of a christ who seeks his own and the
salvation of all people and who calls his disciples to such a sharing. to what extent will christian faith

be part of their daily life? the community of the faithful consists of persons who, by exercising the
proper meaning of their baptism, seek to follow christ and to grow ever more in love for him through
prayer, charity and the observance of the commandments (cf. church teachings, no. 18). since they
are the sociological subject of their own faith, lay christians share in the ecclesial mission inasmuch
as they put into action in their own lives the whole of the church's mission in all its aspects, in faith,
hope and charity. it is for them to share in the apostolic priesthood of christ which, by virtue of the

sacrament of baptism, has been conferred on them. so their faithful participation in the new
evangelization, which is the church's project for the whole world (cf. church teaching, no. 1), should

manifest the awareness of their own personal responsibility before god, which is required of them for
a life of faith (church teaching, no. 17). the people of god are called to become witnesses of christ in

the world. they are confronted with the condition of the world and of their own role in history, and
they are called to appropriate the gift of their baptismal vocation for the salvation of all. all ministries

are oriented to the spread of the word and the good news, drawing near to christ's people with
confidence, love and dedication. in the community of the faithful, all persons are called to share in

the word's proclamation and to belong to a christian people in communion with the church and with
one another in all its hierarchical organizations. they are called to recognize their responsibility as

members of a family of the gospel and to enjoy the fruits of the new life in christ that is theirs
through faith. the newness of the gospel demands that the church be open to being evangelized

herself, to being refreshed in the renewal of her life in the spirit of her master. the lay faithful, who
are the church's agents and its members, should participate in this renewal in the spirit of joy and

hope, while being concerned for the world in its need and vulnerability. each of them must be
attentive to being his or her own true evangelizer. they are to manifest their joy in experiencing the
love that unites them in communion with god and each other, in their participation in the good news
of salvation, in their worship of the living god in a language that is accessible to all those who listen,

and in a proclamation of the gospel of reconciliation to the whole of the human family.
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a second moment in the
interpretation of culture is that of

the present. here the church
offers in prevision a sign of the
life to come. it relates, at the
same time, to the past, the

canonical past of the church, but
also to the future, since it gives a
glimpse of the life of christ and

his church. this prevision is
expressed in the church's word

and sacrament. the church's
present mission, then, is made up
of two levels: the direct mission is
that of sharing the grace of jesus

with all men, through the
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mediation of the word and
sacrament, in what the apostle

paul called a renewed and living
way[1118]. canada does not need

to embark on a social policy of
revolution, as some in the past

did in the name of progress.
indeed, it is important that there
be a dialogue among canadians
on the problems of social justice
today, so that they can be faced

in an open and honest manner, so
that everyone can seek the

response that best suits their
concrete situation. 300. first-of-

all, in order to achieve a true
understanding of social problems,
we must ask who the social actors
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are in all the activities and
structures of society. we must
find out the true nature of the

various interests that are
represented in the social system.

this is an essential step in
discerning and determining what
the various interests want from

society in the first place and what
response society can give to their

demands, and in keeping with
what is good and just. through

the social analysis that follows, a
social evaluation takes place,
whereby it is established what

society's social needs and
obligations are. it is necessary to

recognize that, at present, the
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interests that are furthered and
that have predominance are the

interests of a new society, of
society "after" socialism, i.e. of a

capitalist society with a globalized
economy, decentralized

administration, the predominance
of large and powerful

multinational companies and the
continual push for efficiency and

competition. this is the new social
order and organization of society

that must be changed and
adapted to the requirements of a
different kind of society. from this
standpoint, it is also clear that the

interests of the working class,
although they do constitute the
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majority of the working
population, are not the interests
that actually determine the daily
concerns of the social body. the

majority of canadians themselves
contribute to the accumulation of

riches, and to the progress of
technology and scientific

knowledge that are the main
instruments for accumulating

wealth. the working class
participates less in this process
than it did in the past, and thus
less feels the desire for material
benefits and the sense of being

exploited that used to provide the
incentive to work and fight for
social justice and harmony. on
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the contrary, citizens of this new
society feel that all social

progress is that which facilitates
and reinforces their freedom,

their detachment from the more
pedestrian worries of everyday

life, and even their need to seek
satisfaction and escape from the
pressure of labour and work. the
demands that are sensed most
strongly by the working class

today are those which are in line
with their personal desire for self-
fulfilment through their work and
with what is important to them, i.

independence, the right to
leisure, the value of their own

culture, security in old age, the
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usefulness of their skills and
abilities, the autonomy of

personal decisions, the right to
family life, the opportunity to

transmit the proper values and
ideals of their work to their

children, to their community, and
to the entire human race. the
effectiveness of the interests

represented by the working class
is a basic condition for any

change in the social order, for any
improvement in the conditions of
work and for the full realization of
the fundamental social rights of

workers. 5ec8ef588b
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