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this guide is intended to assist clinicians in the diagnosis, classification,
and management of itp. the level of evidence, grade of recommendation,
and strength of the recommendations reflects the best available
evidence. the strength of a recommendation should not be used to predict
the outcome of an intervention. 166-168 evidence is available to support
age and sex related differences in platelet counts in the evaluation of itp.
as in childhood itp, we found insufficient evidence to make a
recommendation or suggest the measurement of platelet parameters on a
panel analyzer, without evidence of benefit in predicting response to
therapy in adult itp and pediatric and secondary itp. many agents can
produce ototoxic effects. the capacity of each one to damage the inner
ear depends on a number of factors, among them, the concentration and
duration of exposure. some of the most significant ototoxic agents include
the heavy metals arsenic, mercury, and lead. another is paraquat, an
herbicide found in a variety of products, including weed-killing products
(such as roundup). exposure to paraquat can occur through the
respiratory system as an aerosol, through skin contact, or through oral
ingestion. paraquat is readily absorbed through the skin, and excessive
contact can lead to severe pulmonary disease. a common cause of
workers' compensation claims for hearing loss is occupational exposure to
hazardous occupational noise. there are various methods of exposure
assessment, including auditory testing, use of audiometry, and more
advanced means of measuring exposures, such as dose-frequency-
response relationships and transfer factors. 15-19 for each of these
methods of exposure assessment, specialists and audiologists must
understand not only the accuracy, reliability, and validity of the approach
but also the limitations of the method under conditions of actual practice.
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