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another method to read a serial number involves using chemicals to etch the serial number into the
weapon. once the number has been etched into the material, the criminal element can remove the
number from the weapon. after the number is etched, it can be read by scanning the surface of the
weapon. the magneto-optical sensor can also be used to read serial numbers on ammunition. once
the serial number has been magnetized onto a bullet or cartridge, the magneto-optical sensor can
scan the surface of the cartridge and retrieve the number. after the number is read, it can be
electronically stored. with the magneto-optical sensor, each weapon, regardless of the make and
model, is encoded with a unique serial number. if the serial number has been obliterated, the crime
laboratory can scan a weapon's surface with the magneto-optical sensor. the magneto-optical sensor
scans the surface of the weapon, and the number is automatically read and recorded. if the weapon
has a manufacturer's mark, it can also be read. the magneto-optical sensor has been used since the
1980s by law enforcement agencies, and it has proven to be an effective and reliable means of
tracking weapons. with the technology, serial numbers are no longer limited to magnetic steel-
framed weapons. mo is also not a simple process. it requires a bit of skill and finesse. but it can and
does work. it is best to have the firearm cleaned and inspected prior to beginning the process. and
you should start with the larger serial numbers first. i found that the most common place for the
serial number to be destroyed is on the left side of the firearm. i also found that the numbers were
most often affected in a clockwise fashion, starting with the number at the rear. i found that the best
locations for the acid to be applied were on the sides of the numbers and the barrel of the firearm. i
also found that a thin coat of acid was the best way to go. most of the time, you only need a small
amount of acid to cover the entire number.
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