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One more proof of our hatred for the press, is the causeless
manner, in which it is now treated in England. 5 In this enlightened
age, and in such a country, nothing is so little suspected as the
liberty of the press. But so much of it, as is subversive of
government, is constantly used, and expected to be used. This is a
strange perversion of the natural notions of the people. The press
has been called the soul of a nation. It is in reality nothing but its
shadow. It is not like the shadow of a cloud, that may be used for
good or bad. When it is true, it is not the fault of the shadow if it
subverts the substance. The press is not its own, it is the people's;
and its good and bad effects are all on them The people in a nation,
where they are not in a state of slavery, are the slaves of the press.
The matter in dispute is of consequence to all, but that it may be
publicly in danger of interesting those, in whose favour it is
published, is an advantage, that does not follow from the
publication of other matters. The press is only a troublesome noise
to those, for whom it is sincere; but it is a very dangerous whisper
against them to those, for whom it is a tool. Publish against the
majority, it tends to tyrannize over them; publish for the majority, it
often leads them to the majority. But let us leave the people to be
their own source of information, and judge for themselves, when
the press is useful to them. It may be useful to them when they are
not in a state of slavery. It has often been an engine to their liberty,
when they were not in a state of slavery. It has brought us
information, when the people were otherwise ignorant. It has
taught us to know our own rights, when we were ignorant of them.
This virtue of the press, has been little regarded, and has been
much abused. The last innovation, the newspapers, has been
introduced, with a view to the latter end. They are the usual
instruments of faction, and there is scarcely a political evil, of which
they have not made us sensible, by raking out the public opinion,
and exciting it in one way or other against some party, to the
surprize of the public, and their own gratification. They are an
instrument of small consideration, in the hands of men of abilities;
of no consideration, in the hands of men of talents; of no
advantage, but what the people can obtain by their own judgment
and integrity, or by the advice and abilities of others. The great and
leading evils of the nation do not originate with the press, but it co-
operates with them all. Its abuse is the source of all, its business to
exaggerate them, and to run against others, which they do
whenever they can. It does not want motives to misjudge and injure
those, whom it sees exposed to the hatred of the publick.
Unquestionably, it is to be feared, that the present ministry are in a
state of real slavery, and that the plan to establish a revenue, and a
system of corruption, &c. are not merely contemplated, but in full
execution. The public business, therefore, of this city, however




much it may be abridge by the press, should not be in the hands of
men, who have already their views too much pre-disposed to
support the ministerial system. We cannot give any information on
this head, until we hear that the head of the collection is finished;
but it is enough for us to say, that Mr.
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The notion that
Americans dream of
a world without
newspapers is a
fallacy. Newspapers
have been
indispensable in
iInforming
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Americans of what
IS happening in the
world. At the same
time, they have
contributed to the
loss of freedom of
the press in the
United States. After
our surveys, there
IS No question that
the United States
has the most "free"
press in the world.
We found that in
the United States,
especially in the




early 1990s, there
was more freedom
to the press than in
any other country.
Just recall that it
was America who
caught The New
York Times
publishing the
Pentagon Papers,
that Clinton moved
the printing plates
from the W. Post
building to the New
York Times building
to enable that




paper to continue
publishing the
secret papers, and
that there were no
legal repercussions
for the proprietors
of Newsweek for
publishing u.s.
commissions to kill
people without
remorse. "We've
been speaking out
about these
programs for many
years. The question
IS how to fight




them, how to
actually get the
government to
change its policies.
We've been doing
this through the
Freedom of
Information Act,
and we're seeing
signs that the
government is
starting to change
its policies to some
extent," said White.
Writemyessay.com
IS not a free site.
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Is offering you a
free essay from the
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