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hosoda becomes the most popular director of japan animation with the girl. his subsequent
works, the boy and the beast and ponyo, were also successful. summer wars has a romantic tale
that is a bit sweet and light-hearted. perhaps the reason why the film has not been popular in
japan is that it is only about the girl, who uses the power of time to travel to different periods,
which is a concept that japanese people are not used to. there is a scene where asuna travels to
the 1940s, where the main character, mima, is still living as a high school student. the story will
continue from the first film and the heros and heroines are still the same. so, the romantic story
is somewhat diluted. that particular scene has become one of the most iconic in the films
history, in part because it tells a story that is so familiar in the west, yet so rare in japanese
culture. in japan, it is often the elders who raise the children, and this is the case with summer
wars. in the united states, its often the parents who try to be the parent, and its the children
who try to take care of their own parents. and in the united states, its the children who often
end up as the caregivers, while the parents often have to live out the final years of their lives
with little help from their children. its a stark juxtaposition between the two cultures, and a
bittersweet reminder that while the two countries are often at war with each other, they are also
often at the same time. not that the films intention was to make a point, but when you consider
the film alongside the original japanese release, the contrast is even starker. to this day, the
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original summer wars releases still gets about 10 hours of play time from a single play through.
in comparison, the english-dubbed version is only about 7 hours long, and yet it actually lasts
longer. its not just that the english version is rushed, but that the original japanese version is so
tightly paced and packed with plot and character development that the english version feels like
a chore to finish. where the original summer wars is a movie that just keeps going and going
and going, the english version is more like a movie that keeps going and going, and then goes
again, and then goes again, and then goes again.
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