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books.Q: Why must I run man 7 getent for all my Linux namespaces? Why does every man page say:
-w, --watchdog Watchdog mode meaning that I should run $ man -w getent with a path to my
/etc/getent.conf file? If this is the case, why is this not on the manpage for getent? A: The manpage
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you're looking at is about getent, rather than man. What you're looking for is man man and man
getent. It's kind of complicated, but man man gives some detail: -f, --(no-file) Specifies to read the
``manual'' page described by NAME. If the manual page is not a recognized filename, it is displayed
in a manual-page-format way (see --man-format). If the manual page is not found, the exit status is
127. It is a fatal error if a non-reco nded file is specified. So it's supposed to read the manpage for
man itself and pipe its output into getent. You'll notice that it reads the manpage for getent, but not
the one for man. Then it becomes "man getent" to get man's synopsis of what getent is (and not
man's synopsis of what getent is). -v, --version Prints the version number of getent. Then again, man
getent reads man's synopsis of getent: getent(1) NAME getent - search the hosts database Where's
the synopsis of man? In part 2, if I'm reading it right. -w, --watchdog Watchdog mode I suspect you
know why you should use getent and not the command named by man getent -- it just makes more
sense to call getent 04aeff104c
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